
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

GEOGRAPHY ‘BE THE BEST’ – BOOSTER SESSION 5  

In this session today, we will be covering the following aspects of your IGCSE Geography Paper:  

1. How to tackle 8 mark and 12 mark questions.  

You will be asked to answer an 8 mark question at the end of 

each section:  

Coasts, Hazardous Environments, Urban Environments and Economic 

World.  

You will be asked to answer a 12 mark question for Development 

and welfare.  

  

The command word for each question will always make you weigh up an argument, using evidence 

from case studies and figures.  

 

In order to tackle these questions you must do the following:  

 

Remember 

to BUG!!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme for 8 marker questions:  

MARK SCHEME Level 1 : Basic  
(1-2 marks)  

Level 2 : Clear 
(3 marks)   

Level 3: Detailed 
(4 marks )   

A03 ( 4 marks)  
 

What does this 
mean? You can apply 
your knowledge and 

understanding to 
effectively analyse/ 

evaluate/ make 
judgements 

 

-Simple statements.  
-Limited keywords used.  
-Slight inaccuracy in 
explanations 
-Imbalanced argument as only 
one view point is addressed.  
-Limited conclusion and 
justification 

- Statements are developed 
using range of connectives.  
-Range of keywords used. 
-Developing accuracy in 
explanations. Could be further 
developed to improve clarity.  
-Arguments are balanced 
- Conclusion is formed.   
-Justification is made but lacks 
detail in parts.  
 

- Statements are detailed 
using a range of connectives 
and keywords.  

- Evidence on synthesis which 
means key concepts and 
topics are linked together.  

- Accurate and balanced 
arguments formed.  

- Well justified conclusion, 
linking to sustainability 
where appropriate.  

A04 ( 4 marks)  
 

What does this 
mean? Use a variety 
of Geographical skills 

to interpret and 
apply information 
from figures and 

make links to your 
own knowledge.  

-Limited evidence from figure 
used to back arguments. 
-Some information has been 
interpreted incorrectly.   

- Using evidence from the 
figure to back your 
argumenta, but sometimes 
limited.  
-Information from figures has 
been interpreted  correctly.  
 

- Using evidence from figure 
and manipulating statistical/ 
mathematical data to support 
arguments.  
- Data interpreted correctly and 
used to support arguments.    
- Links made between figures 
and case studies.  

 

Suggested structure to use:  



  

TOP TIPS – REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hazardous Environments – 8 marker Hazards  

 

 

Study Figure 3c in the Resource Booklet. 

Analyse the differences between these three earthquakes. 
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Study the information below about two earthquakes that occurred in Japan. Analyse the differences 

between these earthquakes.  (8) 

Use the mark scheme below to mark the model answer and give it a grade out of 8.  

In the box provide WWW and EBI.  

 

 

 

Kobe had the higher death toll with 5000 deaths however it also had 

a higher population – this means that more people were at risk when 

the earthquake occurred particularly as the population density was 

high in the city. Farms and villages were affected in Niigata which 

could indicate that it is a more rural area and therefore could 

explain why only 350 buildings were destroyed. We do not know how 

many buildings were destroyed in Kobe but with the total damage 

costing $200b and a death toll of 5000 it is likely to be more than 350, 

although some people in Kobe may also have been killed by the fires 

which broke out probably due to gas pipes broken by the shaking. 

Other factors which made the Kobe earthquake more deadly were the 

fact it occurred close to the city whereas the epicentre in Niigata was 

offshore. This means the seismic waves would have weakened before 

they reached Kashiwaziki and there would not have been such strong 

shaking. However we do not know the magnitude of these earthquakes 

so perhaps the Kobe earthquake was much larger which would also 

explain why the impacts were worse. However there are 11 years 

between the earthquakes so it might not be useful to compare them 

since technology has improved since 1995 and buildings can now 

withstand a higher level of shaking.  

 



 

WWW:   
 
 
 
 

EBI:   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MARK SCHEME Level 1 : Basic  
(1-2 marks)  

Level 2 : Clear 
(3 marks)   

Level 3: Detailed 
(4 marks )   

A03 ( 4 marks)  
 

What does this 
mean? You can apply 
your knowledge and 

understanding to 
effectively analyse/ 

evaluate/ make 
judgements 

 

-Simple statements.  
-Limited keywords used.  
-Slight inaccuracy in 
explanations 
-Imbalanced argument as only 
one view point is addressed.  
-Limited conclusion and 
justification 

- Statements are developed 
using range of connectives.  
-Range of keywords used. 
-Developing accuracy in 
explanations. Could be further 
developed to improve clarity.  
-Arguments are balanced 
- Conclusion is formed.   
-Justification is made but lacks 
detail in parts.  
 

- Statements are detailed 
using a range of connectives 
and keywords.  

- Evidence on synthesis which 
means key concepts and 
topics are linked together.  

- Accurate and balanced 
arguments formed.  

- Well justified conclusion, 
linking to sustainability 
where appropriate.  

A04 ( 4 marks)  
 

What does this 
mean? Use a variety 
of Geographical skills 

to interpret and 
apply information 
from figures and 

make links to your 
own knowledge.  

-Limited evidence from figure 
used to back arguments. 
-Some information has been 
interpreted incorrectly.   

- Using evidence from the 
figure to back your 
argumenta, but sometimes 
limited.  
-Information from figures has 
been interpreted  correctly.  
 

- Using evidence from figure 
and manipulating statistical/ 
mathematical data to support 
arguments.  
- Data interpreted correctly and 
used to support arguments.    
- Links made between figures 
and case studies.  


